EXTREMES MEET

" They're sailing at six, aren't they ? "
44 Oh, you know the exact hour, too, do you ? "
44 Yes, Hunter made a point of it.   There's some sub-
marine scare.   He's calling for the Bag at five sharp.   So,
you'll have your stuff ready in good time, won't you?
And if you could let your car wait for me I could squeeze
in my talk with you during lunch-time.   It's rather urgent
and frightfully private."

Waterlow did not bother to wonder what Arthur
wanted. He had interviewed so many people urgently
and privately since he came here. He was beginning to
suffer from a surfeit of gratified curiosity. In the
Chancery he gathered together the three or four heavily
sealed envelopes addressed to W, and finding Amberley
engaged in turning over the pages of the cypher and
chanting groups of five figures for Vane-Howard to take
down he just waved to them and retired. He had reached
the front door when Colonel Buckworth arrived back
from his royal visit. With his polychrome of ribbons and
scarlet tabs and gilded oak leaves and over-heated crimson
face, his spurs and boots and shining buttons, he looked in
the austere and shaded hall of the Legation like a brass
band in church.

" What happened to the car ? " he puffed at Waterlow.
" Why didn't it wait for me at the Palace ? "

441 told Gunton to tell you it had to come back at once
for me, Colonel"

44 Well, it was extremely awkward," said the Colonel
huffily. 4t I had to walk about a quarter of a mile before
I found a vehicle,"

44 Pm sorry, Colonel, but it couldn't be helped/' the
owner of the envied car said pleasantly*
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